
 

 

 

ARTIST BRIEF 

Creative Approaches to Suicide Awareness 

Deadline: 10am, Monday 19th October 2026 

 

  



 

 

 

Introduction 

In partnership with Public Health and community and mental health and wellbeing 
support providers in Redditch, Reimagine Redditch is commissioning an artist, 
collective, or creative practitioner to co-create an artwork with Redditch people’s 
lived experience of suicide. This brief outlines the requirements, including details of 
an online meeting which provides prospective applicants the opportunity to find 
out more about the project, to meet representatives from the key delivery partners, 
and to have an opportunity to ask questions about the commission. 

The Brief 

We are recruiting an artist in residence with an excellent socially engaged practice 
to co-create a scalable artwork with communities in Redditch. The successful 
candidate(s) will work at mental health and wellbeing partner venues who support 
people in the community who have lived experience of suicide. Lived experience 
may refer to people who have: 

• Attempted to end their life by suicide 
• Experienced suicidal thoughts  
• Lost someone they know to suicide 
• Experienced strong feelings of overwhelm, worthlessness or shame 
• Care for or support people with mental health challenges 

Through an engagement process earlier in 2026, we found that people with this 
lived experience locally may include people who are: 

• Out of work 
• From a range of age groups 
• Experiencing addiction 
• Experiencing domestic violence 
• Experiencing an underlying mental health condition 
• Experiencing financial difficulties 

The artist in residence will work with people with this lived experience to elicit ideas 
in conversations or in workshops to inform the artwork and/or may use creative work 
produced in the sessions in the final artwork. 

This is a new piece of work, but it builds on a body of creative health, co-created 
work that the partners have delivered previously. We have no expectations about 
artform and the type of artist, collective or practitioner we would like to commission. 
We are therefore interested in hearing from a variety of practitioners to deliver this 
commission that could include but are not limited to: 

• Photographers 



 

 

• Spoken word artists or poets 
• Sculptors 
• Visual artists 
• Designers 
• Drama or theatre practitioners 
• Dancers 

The commissioned artist will be expected to undertake suicide awareness training, 
which will cover use of language; the training is given in-kind to the project, but 
applicants should designate half a day of artist time in the budget to cover this 
training. All workshops will be supported by a mental health practitioner, and the 
commissioned artist therefore will not be expected to provide mental health 
support. 

 

Specifications 

The final artwork must: 

• Increase awareness of the stories of people who have lived experience of 
suicide. 

• Create new or add value to existing peer-to-peer networks in Redditch. 
• Co-create an artwork that is scalable and useable after the project is 

delivered. 

In the handover, the artist will be expected to make recommendations to the 
partners about how this work can be scaled up, including suggestions around 
budget implications for a scaled-up iteration. 

 

The Commission Fee 

The Fee for this commission is £3,500 inclusive of workshop planning and delivery, 
creation, materials, and any equipment needed. The Fee includes VAT. 

 

How to make an application 

To apply, send your proposal to recruitment@severnarts.org.uk by 9 am on 19th 
October 2026 (any submissions after this time will not be considered). 

Your proposal should consist of no more than 3 pages of A4 and should include: 

• Your contact details 
• Examples of previous work (up to 3 images or links) 
• Your approach to the commission and how you’ve upscaled co-created work 
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• A budget breakdown 
• Confirmation that you can meet the timeframe 
• Confirmation that you will be prepared to complete relevant paperwork to 

ensure successful delivery 
• Relevant experience of working in a creative health context 
• Your proposed timetable for delivering the project 
• Contact details of at least one referee that will be taken up for the successful 

artist (after commissioning) 

Please get in touch if you would like to make your application through video. We 
welcome applications from individuals, artists, arts organisations and collectives. 

Reimagine Redditch recommends applicants follow Artist Union of England Rates of 
Pay guidelines to inform writing the budget for its proposals. 

 

Further information 

We will be holding an online meeting for prospective candidates to meet with the 
partners and to find out more about the commission on Monday 28th September at 2 
pm. This meeting will be recorded, and the recording can be shared afterwards.  

If you would like to attend the online sessions, please contact Jude Wild by emailing 
recruitment@severnarts.org.uk by 5 pm on Friday 25th September 2026. The meeting 
will be recorded, so if you cannot make the meeting, you can request the recording. 

If you need further information outside of the online meet-and-greet, you can reach 
someone from the team at info@reimagineredditch.org or by calling 01527 306740. 

The interview 

The interview will take approximately 90 minutes from arrival to departure. The 
process will involve a 30-minute creative session to a group of partners and people 
with lived experience and a 30-minute formal interview. The interview date is 
described in the timeframe below. Please keep this date free. 
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Project Timeframe 

Monday 21st September 2026 Applications open 

Monday 28th September 2026 Online meeting 

Monday 19th October 2026 Applications close 

Monday 16th November 2026 Interviews 

23rd November 2026 Artist commissioned 

From 1st February 2027 Delivery of Workshops  

Monday 15th March 2027 Initial designs submitted to the steering group 

Wednesday 31st March 2027  Final designs submitted to the steering group 

Friday 16th April 2027 Deadline for the final artwork and 
recommendations 

May 2027 Launch event 

 

  



 

 

Partners 

About Reimagine Redditch 

Reimagine Redditch (RR) is a Creative People and Places (CPP) programme, funded by 
Arts Council England and hosted by Severn Arts. Reimagine Redditch brings together 
a variety of partners - grassroots, community, voluntary, statutory, and commercial - 
to co-create creative activities relevant to people in Redditch and, vitally, with 
Redditch people. Its work focuses on people and communities who engage least in 
arts and culture and aims to inspire everyone in Redditch to be and get creative. 

The programme works with creative practitioners with socially engaged practice to 
elicit people’s stories, enabling them to be designers, creators, and imaginers. 

Read more about Reimagine Redditch’s values and behaviours here.  

About Public Health 

Public Health leads suicide prevention work across Worcestershire and co-ordinates 
a countywide strategy which includes community prevention activity.  This is 
delivered through multi-agency partnership working.  The suicide rate in Redditch 
has seen a positive reduction over the past five years but suicide remains a local 
public health issue.  The creative health partnership project and this report are part 
of wider work to continue the reduction in suicides, as well as to reduce and 
mitigate the impact of suicide activity at two local high-profile public locations 
within the borough.   
  
Public Health’s Creative Health programme has been developing over the last few 
years. There is now a significant body of evidence on the role of creativity in 
improving health and wellbeing, both in relation to health outcomes across the life 
course, such as improved mental wellbeing and decreasing loneliness and isolation, 
and in using creative methods as a tool to address or raise awareness of public 
health messages (NCCH 2024). 
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